In both cases the acceptance of a new trait is limited by
the existing pattern.

The constituent individuals of a culture-group are in
intimate relations with the group, and are identified with it,
so much so that each individual is but a miniature replica
of the group. The individual is merged in his group.
Hence, the inventions of an individual are the inventions
of his group. Hence also diffusion is from group to group.

"When two or more groups come into contact, they may
or may not influence one another. The diffusion, if any,
may be partial or complete. Or, the cultures may conflict.

This concept has given rise to the problem of consci-
ously directing and controlling acculturation in order to
promote harmony and discourage conflict. To this end
various solutions have been propounded. But, as in the case
of the diagnosis, the prescriptions also have been various and
sometirtxes conflicting.
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